[image: image1.jpg]




CONSTITUTION AND

BY-LAWS OF THE

MILLHEIM FIREMAN’S RELIEF ASSOCIATION

CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE I

NAME
The name of this Association shall be The Firemen's Relief Association of Millheim, Pennsylvania.

ARTICLE II

OBJECT

         The object of this Association shall be to provide and maintain a fund for the relief, support, and burial of members who may be injured or killed; or who may be prevented from attending to their usual occupation or calling on account of injury or illness caused by exposure or accident while doing Public fire duty; maintain personnel injury insurance policies for members; purchase and maintenance of safeguards for personnel; and for the maintenance of the Relief Association.

ARTICLE III

MEMBERSHIP

         Section 1. The only persons eligible to membership in this Association shall be the Active Members of the Millheim Fire Company No. 1 of Millheim, Pennsylvania.

         Section 2. When a member of this Association ceases to be a member of The Millheim Fire Company No. 1 of Millheim, Pennsylvania; he also forfeits all rights in the Association, and his name shall be stricken from the roll.

ARTICLE IV

OFFICERS

         Section 1. The officers of this Association shall consist of President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer, all of whom shall be elected at the last regular meeting of the year for the following calendar year.

         Section 2. The officers thus elected shall have all powers and immunities of this Association vested in them for the direction and management of it's business; unless otherwise directed by the Association.

         Section 3. The President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer shall be elected for one year.

         Section 4. All officers of this Association shall be eligible to successive terms.

        Section 5. Treasurer will provide Financial Statement every year.

ARTICLE V

AMENDMENTS

        No motion to amend the Constitution and/or By-Laws shall be entertained unless it be made in writing and presented at a regular meeting of the Association. At the following meeting the proposed amendment(s) shall be read aloud, and if the motion receives a two-thirds vote of the members of the Association present, it shall be adopted at once.

BY-LAWS

ARTICLE I

MEETINGS

        Section 1. The regularly scheduled meetings of the Association shall be held monthly at the close of the regular meeting of the Millheim Fire Company No. 1.

        Section 2. Special meetings may be called by the President, or he shall call such meetings at the written request of six members.

ARTICLE II

ELECTIONS/VOTING PRIVILEGES

        Section 1. At the meeting in November there shall be nominated, and elected in December the following: President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer for the ensuing year.

        Section 2. The election of officers shall be conducted by verbal nomination, and voting shall be by secret written ballot. All officers shall hold office until their successors are duly elected.

        Section 3. In the election of officers, transaction of regular business, and in all proposed amendments to the Constitution or By-Laws each member present shall have a right to one vote, but no voting by proxy will be allowed.

ARTICLE III

DUTIES OF OFFICERS

        Section 1. The President shall preside at all meetings of the Association and preserve order, enforce the laws thereof, appoint committees as necessary, and sign all orders on the Treasurer after they have been signed by the Secretary.

        Section 2. The Vice President shall have full power of the President in the absence of the latter.

         Section 3. The Secretary shall write and sign all orders on the Treasurer, and keep a correct record of the proceedings of all meetings of the Association. The Secretary will be responsible for preparation of all Association correspondence and correspondence filing. He will also maintain updated copies of the Association's Constitution and By-Laws, and keep a correct roll of current membership.

         Section 4. The Treasurer shall keep a correct account of all money belonging to the Association and prepare an annual report for each calendar year to be submitted to the membership at the following March's meeting. The Treasurer shall keep a ledger detailing all financial transactions of the Association and maintain all supporting documents. (i.e. receipts, cancelled checks, and bank statements) The Treasurer will not disburse any money, issue checks, withdraw any sum from Association accounts, or redeem any investments without the signature of at least one other Association officer. He shall invest only as directed and authorized by the membership.

        Section 5. The Secretary and Treasurer shall give such security as the Board of Control may determine. The Association shall maintain an officer's faithful performance bond on the Treasurer which is at least as great as the maximum liquid cash balance in current funds in checking or savings accounts and cash at any one time during the current fiscal year.

        Section 6. The President shall, at the January meeting elect three auditors who shall audit the accounts of the Association to make a written report to the Association within 60 days.

ARTICLE IV

FUNDS/INVESTMENTS

         Section 1. The funds of this Association shall not be used for any purpose whatever except as provided for in ARTICLE II of the Constitution and those authorized by the provisions of Pennsylvania Act 84, dated 11 June 1968. All funds will be deposited in the name of the Fireman's Relief Association of Millheim, Pennsylvania.

        Section 2. All deeds, agreements or other instruments of writing to which this Association shall be a part shall be drawn in the name of The Firemen's Relief Association of Millheim Pennsylvania.

          Section 3. All funds over and above the working capital of the Association will be invested as they may accumulate. All investments must be made in a prudent manner to insure maximum investment return, and may only be invested in any security authorized by Section 6(C) of Act 84. Furthermore all investments must be made on first mortgage securities on real estate in Centre County; in public bonds of the United States, the State of Pennsylvania, or other municipal authority within Pennsylvania; or temporary investments may be made in Banks and Trust Companies within Pennsylvania. A ledger and other investment documents will be maintained to verify investment transactions. All Association securities must be stored in a safe location.

ARTICLE V

COMPENSATION

          Section 1. Any member of the Association who shall become unable to attend to their usual occupation because of illness or injury caused by exposure of accident while doing public fire duty shall be entitled to receive the sum of Twenty-five Dollars per week during the duration of said disability; provide, however, that the said period shall not exceed fifteen weeks, and if the said disability shall extend over more than fifteen weeks, there shall be allowed a weekly benefit of Ten Dollars for such disability, said extended period not to exceed fifteen weeks. If any member shall be killed or die from illness or injuries contracted while doing public fire duty, there shall be a funeral benefit of five hundred dollars paid towards the cost of their funeral exclusively; and any balance may, at the discretion of the Association be paid to their legal heirs; provided that such illness or injury as aforesaid shall be the direct cause of death within thirty weeks. In addition a doctor's bill may be paid, at the discretion of the Membership.

         Section 2. When the injury is such as a broken limb, a cut, a bruise, or a burn, he shall be examined by a Registered Physician and a certificate of same be presented to the Association.

         Section 3. In the case of the injury or retirement of a member of the Association, the member shall notify the Chief and it shall be the duty of the Chief to notify the Secretary of the Association at once.

         Section 4. In all cases where benefits are claimed, the application must be accompanied by a certificate from the Chief of the Company, certifying that said injury or illness was received in the discharge of duty.

         Section 5. Any member who while doing public fire duty in a visible state of intoxication brings on an injury or illness which incapacitates him from following his usual occupation shall not be entitled to any benefits if the said injury shall be caused by his own indiscretion.

          Section 6. Any person who has been removed from the Millheim Fire Company No. 1 shall not be entitled to benefits.

        Section 7. In case of injury of illness contracted by any member of the Association while testing apparatus, such member shall be entitled to the same benefits as if he were performing public fire duty; provided, however, that this shall not apply unless the test has been ordered by a Chief of the Millheim Fire Company No. 1 of Millheim, Pennsylvania.

ARTICLE VI

ORDER OF BUSINESS

1.  Call to order and roll call of officers.

2.  Reading of the minutes of the previous meeting.

3.  Treasurer's Report

4.  Communications

5.  Committee Report(s)

6.  Old, Deferred and Unfinished business

7.  New business

8.  Approval of Expenditures

9.  Adjournment

ARTICLE VII

SALE AND OR DISPOSTION OF FIRE COMPANY PROPERTY

Section 1. In the event of the court ordered dissolution, jointure, or acquisition of the Millheim Fireman’s Relief Association all assets shall either be transferred to the municipalities which it serves in the case of dissolution or become the property of the new organization having control in the case of jointures or acquisition. In no instance will any assets or funds be considered surplus and transferred to any person for their personal or private inurement (gain).

Section 2. Any property deemed by the Millheim Fireman’s Relief Association to be excess property shall be sold to the highest bidder. The right to accept or reject bids will be held by membership majority vote at a regular or special meeting and in no case shall any proceeds of sale or transfer of property be made to an individual for their personal or private inurement (gain).
ARTICLE VIII

MISCELLANEOUS

        Section 1. All Committees shall report at each regular Association meeting until discharged or otherwise ordered.

        Section 2. In the event of the death, removal or incapacity of any elected officer of this Association, the vacancy so created shall be filled by the appointment of another member by the President. The appointee will serve only for the unexpired term.

        Section 3. Officers cannot hold dual positions within the Association.

        Section 4. All officers will be responsible for providing the Auditor General of Pennsylvania all information requested of them for the year(s) that they served.

        Section 5. Amendments may be added from time to time as the Constitution directs.

        Section 6. The Fire Chief and their associates shall be responsible for maintaining an equipment inventory of all the association purchased protective equipment.

Recommended for adoption

                         Signed:      J. N. PEARCE

                                           L. L. WEAVER

                                           L. N. BREON

                                           Committee

         Adopted on January 13, 1933, by motion of W. J. McMullin and seconded by Paul Byers.

Recommended for amendment of September 10, 1987.

                         Signed:      Dennis R. Heggenstaller

                                           Donald F. Heggenstaller, Jr.

Recommend for adoption on February 11, 1988.

                         Signed:      Dennis R. Heggenstaller

                                           Donald F. Heggenstaller, Jr.

                                           Donald  Alters

                                           Randy Brungart

                                           Richard Neese

                                           Ken Neese

Recommended for amendment on August 13, 19??

                         Signed:      Doug Nicholas

                                           Terry Rote

                                           Rich Kocka

                                           John Cain

                                           Scott Long

Recommended for amendment on July 13, 2000

                         Signed:      Donald F. Heggenstaller, Jr.
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